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Caring School Communities
Our staff is trained in Caring Schools Communities,
a program focused on relationship building, social
emotional learning, and provides a learning
environment that includes families, the school, and
the community. As part of the program, classroom
meetings happen daily, and focuses on problem
solving and student check-ins. Many classes
participate in cross-age buddies, where a younger
grade and older grade do activities together.

Clear Expectations
Our school expectations follows the Provincial
Code of Conduct and will be sent home the first
week of school. Teachers explicitly teach the
expectations with student input, and there are
also daily reminders of expectations on the
morning announcements.

School Hours
9:00 - Student Entry/Attendance
9:10- Classes Start
10:40 - 10:55 - Recess
10:55-12:10 - Classes Resume
12:10-1:00- Lunch
1:00-3:10 - Afternoon Classes
3:10 - Dismissal

What to expect the first day of school...
Please note: This information is under normal circumstances… We will update you on this later in the
summer.

● All students in Grade Primary will meet in the Music Room for 9:00 am.
● Mr. Myra will call the primary teachers to the front of the room and will
then call each student to line up with their teacher.
● Students will say goodbye to their parents/guardians and walk to their
classroom with their teacher. Classes will begin.

● First day of school activities usually include a tour of the school,
getting-to-know-you activities, modeling and practicing of school and
class routines, and play-based learning activities.

A Typical Day At School
● Students line up and enter at the lower court yard doors on the second
bell.
● Students change from their outdoor clothes and enter the class for
morning announcements and attendance.
● Lunch and Recess will always be outside (weather permitting). Please
make sure your children are dressed for the weather.
● Students will have music two times and physical education three times
a week for 30 minutes.
● Students will also go to the school library once a week for 30 minutes to
browse and select books to borrow for the week.
● The rest of the day will be spent working on literacy and numeracy.
● Art, technology, science, social studies, and health are integrated
within language and math periods.
● Dismissal for students being picked up is at the lower court yard doors.

How to Prepare Your Child for
September
• Label all of your child’s belongings (indoor sneakers, coats, sweaters, lunch bag, backpack,
water bottle, etc.)
• Encourage your child to perform daily activities independently. For example, cleaning up their
toys, putting on and taking off their shoes, coats, etc., doing their own zipper, and packing items
in their backpack.
• Students will need a pair of indoor sneakers to be kept at school (these need to be sneakers
appropriate for phys ed.)
• Send a change of clothes to be kept at school (labelled and bagged)
• No shoelaces unless your child knows how to tie and untie their shoes independently
• Send a water bottle for desk (no screw off tops and labelled with their name)

Helpful hints from the primary teachers
• Be sure your child knows how to use the washroom independently and how
to properly wash their hands
• Teach your child how to open snack containers and their lunch bag
• Send healthy snacks (fruit, veggies, water, etc) as this is important for daily
cognitive function and development!
• Ensure your child is getting to bed early so they are awake and ready to
learn at school
• Make sure your child arrives to school on time (before the first bell)

How to Help Your Child With Literacy
• Read to your child often in any language and talk about the story afterwards
• Practice writing your name
• Practice writing lowercase letters (these are used more than uppercase and more
important for your child to recognize and write in primary)
• Practice the sounds letters make (the sounds letters make are more important
than the names of letters)

* A lot of letters in French make the same sound as the letter in English!
• Play rhyming games and listen for rhymes in stories and songs

How to Help Your Child With Numeracy
• Work with numbers 1 - 10 as much as possible (identifying, counting, sorting,
matching, patterning)
• Build things with various 3D shapes and talk about them (what shapes roll, glide,
how many sides do shapes have, etc)

• Build puzzles

A peek into a French Immersion Primary Class

We have turned a corner in our room into a house,
a space station, and a pizza shop - all based on the
kids interests!
Learning through play allows us to practice
language skills in a way that is fun and authentic which then helps us with reading and writing!

Here are some of the ways we learn math
skills such as sorting, measuring,
representations of numbers, and shapes!

Some of the ways we work on literacy
skills and French vocabulary include
singing, letter recognition games,
listening to stories, and lots of writing!
We love making our own books for the
classroom.

We read every
day!
We write every
day!

We have fun and try our best!

A peek into an English Primary Class

We tell our
stories in
lots of
different
ways!

Some of the
ways we
learned math
this year!

We read, explore, and learn together every
day!

A look into a Primary Classroom
Here is a link to a video tour of one of our primary
classrooms, done by one of our teachers. Please click
the link below to be taken to YouTube to view the
video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGhLV5tHMK
c

Important Info for Parents
• Safe arrival line is 902-479-4409

• Environmental Awareness – Nuts and Scent aware school
• Inclement Weather – sign up to get notifications on the HRCE website, decisions
are usually made by 6:30am. We are part of the J.L Ilsley Family of Schools.
• Bus Transportation – Bus Schedules will be available on the HRCE website
• Parking Traffic – Drop your children on Cowie Hill Road if you are driving. The
parking lot is off-limits from 8:30-4:00 daily unless there are special circumstances.
• Talk to your child about (Evacuation) Fire Drills. We will have one the first week of
school.
• School Supplies – School Bag, Change of Clothes, Indoor Sneakers, Water Bottle,
Lunch, and School Supplies (an update on school supplies will come later in the
summer)

Our school website
Our school twitter

Getting Involved With the School
• If you want to volunteer, you will need an up-to-date criminal record check and a
child abuse form (can be picked up at the office)
• There is a monthly newsletter that goes home to parents updating on school
news/events
• Communicate with us - we are going to be starting a wonderful partnership,
supporting your children
• Get involved by joining the School Advisory Council

If you have questions please email Mr. Myra at cmyra@hrce.ca
Thank you!!

We look forward to meeting you
soon! À bientôt!

